
4. CAFCASS Safeguarding Checks
(Police & Social Services Background)

Consent Order Approved By
Court

3. Apply to Court
(Form C100) & Court Fee

2. Mediation Information & Assessment
Meeting (MIAM)

(Mandatory unless except) 

1. Parent Dispute & Initial Considerations 

5. First Hearing Dispute Resolution
Appointment (FHDRA)

6. Further Evidence / Section 7 Report
(CAFCASS or Social Services)

7. Final Hearing
(Judge Makes Binding Decision)

8. Child Arrangements Order Issued
(Live With / Spend Time With)

Consent Order
(Legally Binding Agreement)

Step-by-Step Guide: The UK Child Arrangements Order (CAO) Process

Agreement Reached

Exemption or Mediation Fails

Settlement Reached

Dispute Continues

Note: Timelines vary. Legal advice is reccomended at all stages.

https://cartwrightking.co.uk/services/social-services-solicitors/
https://cartwrightking.co.uk/services/family-law/consent-orders/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/form-c100-application-under-the-children-act-1989-for-a-child-arrangements-prohibited-steps-specific-issue-section-8-order-or-to-vary-or-discharge
https://cartwrightking.co.uk/services/family-law/family-mediation-services/
https://cartwrightking.co.uk/services/social-services-solicitors/
https://cartwrightking.co.uk/services/social-services-solicitors/
https://cartwrightking.co.uk/services/family-law/consent-orders/
https://cartwrightking.co.uk/services/family-law/consent-orders/

